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Abstract (English) 

My thesis is concerned with some motives in the œvre of contemporary Italian philosopher 
Giorgio Agamben. It focuses on his concept of exception. This is a concept that according 
to Agamben must be seen as paradigmatic for any thought on language, history and the 
law. To show that more clearly, I undertake an evaluation of the theological roots of this 
fundamental motive and its possible implications for a contemporary philosophy of religion. 
This thinking pat- tern is made clearer by a reading of the interruption or exception of 
salvation history that is repre- sented by the process against Jesus before Pilate. This 
process also is the subject of a recent book by Agamben, eponymously titled Pilate and 
Jesus. Based on my reading of the book I pose some cru- cial questions from the 
philosophical perspectives of Hegel and Alain Badiou. Central to them is the concern with 
how plausible Agambens interpretations can be made for the history and philosophy of 
Western religion. It can be shown that his idea of a highly charged present in a technical 
sense makes a productive and also transgressive development of the categories 
presented by Agamben less possible than compulsory. This pertains especially to his 
thoughts on history and political sovereignty, which meet in Agambens conception of the 
messianic. 
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